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intelligence recognizes and respects the narrow boundaries of its own cogni- 
tion. Renouvier makes his attack as an idealist who refuses to accept a 
metaphysics which, denying reality to the world of our experience and rele- 
gating it to the sphere of the unknowable, deprives it of all character and 
meaning and reduces it to a mere ' vast inane ' of which he cannot even 
predicate existence itself. Similarly, it is as a libertarian that he argues 
against Kant's doctrine that human freedom can be asserted by virtue of 
the noumenal nature of the conscious being, — a representation of free will 
which would exclude its operation from the empirical world of time and 
space. 

It is not possible here to follow out Renouvier' s criticism in its details. 
While in many parts of his subject he has been anticipated by other com- 
mentators, in not a few instances he has succeeded in throwing fresh light 
upon obscure places in the Kantian philosophy, — as, for instance, on 
Kant's use and misuse of the principle of contradiction, on the deduction 
of the categories, and on the different meanings attaching to the notion of 
cause in the various relations in which the word is used. Renouvier' s 
answer to Kant's arguments against the philosophy of Leibniz is worth study, 
though it is naturally determined by his own preference for pluralism over 
monism. But, in general, it may be noticed that the vigorous analytical 
criticism here offered of almost all the main conceptions of Kant's philos- 
ophy has a value quite independent of that system of neo-criticism which 
the author devoted so many years of his life to developing and defending. 
Helpful though the present work may be to the study of Kant, it offers per- 
haps a new indication that the time has passed in which thinkers could 
profitably devote themselves to the task of building up philosophical sys- 
tems upon the foundations laid in the Critique of Pure Reason. 

E. Ritchie. 

Da Socrate a Hegel : Nuovi saggi di critica filosofica. Per Bertrando 
Spaventa. A cura di Giovanni Gentile. Bari, Gius. Laterza & Figli, 
1905. —pp. 430. 

The book is a collection of critical essays selected from the contributions 
of Bertrando Spaventa to various periodicals of his time. The editor is 
Professor Giovanni Gentile, one of Spaventa' s ardent admirers. 

To the public outside of Italy a brief biographical account of Spaventa 
would have constituted a welcome introduction to his writings. As it is, 
our knowledge of the man, gathered from the book before us, is limited to 
the following facts : He flourished in the third quarter of the nineteenth 
century, was an Hegelian, a clear and earnest thinker, an attractive writer, 
and a valiant opponent of both the political and the spiritual tyranny which 
the nascent Italian nation was endeavoring to cast off. 

The book contains the following essays : (1) " The Doctrine of Socrates," 
(2) "Thomas Aquinas' s Doctrine of Right," (3) " The Life of Giordano 
Bruno by D. Berti," (4) " Eighteenth Century Sensationalism and Victor 
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Cousin," (5) "The Practical Philosophy of Kant," (6) " Rosmini's Refuta- 
tion of Hegel," (7) "Concerning Certain Criticisms [on the preceding 
essay] by Niccolo Tommaseo," (8) " The Neo-Christian Philosophy and 
Rationalism in Germany," (9) " Sensationalism in France and the Philoso- 
phy of E. Caro," (10) "Italian Amateur Philosophers of the Nineteenth 
Century," (u) "On Psychopathology in General." 

Any one desiring to become acquainted with philosophical movements in 
Italy during the last century will find this volume a valuable and interesting 
introduction to the subject. For most of the essays have to do with Italian 
thinkers ; and even those dealing with German and French philosophy 
reflect the various ways in which these were received in Italy. 

In the essay on "The Doctrine of Socrates," Spaventa, criticising a 
monograph on this subject recently published by Professor Bertini, of Turin, 
shows that to characterize Socrates in general terms as "representing the 
principle of conscience and morality," as "the Greek Descartes," or "the 
Greek Kant," etc., is superficial and inadequate. In this way, one makes 
of Socrates a naked abstraction. Really to comprehend the man and the 
historical place and significance of his thought, it is necessary to determine 
his relation to the concrete Greek life of his time. It is interesting to note 
that, according to Spaventa, the speculative interest was paramount in 
Socrates, the ethical interest being subordinate and secondary (p. 22). In 
the essay on ' ' Thomas Aquinas's Doctrine of Right," the author objects in 
particular to the failure of the Thomists to recognize what he, as an Hegel- 
ian, calls the "objectivity of right" in the state. The article on " Berti's 
Life of Giordano Bruno " gives vent to the author's detestation of the In- 
quisition, an institution which Berti handles with too much consideration, 
he thinks. His glorification of Bruno seems rather extravagant when he 
says: "To be sure, Berti pronounces him, as a heroic spirit, superior to 
Socrates ; but he has not the courage to say that he was, at least, not in- 
ferior to Jesus himself." " Eighteenth Century Sensationalism and Victor 
Cousin," is a criticism of Cousin's Philosophie sensualists au dix-huitieme 
Steele, which the author finds naively superficial. " The Practical Philoso- 
phy of Kant," reviewing Jules Barni's translation (with critical introduc- 
tion) of the Critique of Practical Reason, takes occasion to state briefly 
the significance of Kant's doctrine, frequently dissenting from Barni. We 
have noted that Spaventa was an Hegelian. When Rosmini, the most emi- 
nent Italian philosopher of the nineteenth century, assailed the philosophy 
of Hegel in his Logica as no better than pretentious charlatanism, Spa- 
venta naturally sprang to the defense of Hegel in an article entitled ' ' Hegel 
Refuted by Rosmini," in which he very effectively exposed the latter' s mis- 
interpretations. " Neo-Christian Philosophy and Rationalism in Germany," 
first published in 1854, is a criticism of Stahl's recently published Geschichte 
der Rechtsphilosophie, which, it seems, sought the basis of political theory 
in the postulates of the Christian Faith. In "Sensationalism in France 
and the Philosophy of E. Caro," the author examines the naive 'spiritual- 
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ism ' which Caro would substitute for French sensationalism, the persistence 
of which in France is accounted for (according to Caro) by the corrupt state 
of French society ! ' * Italian Amateur Philosophers of the Nineteenth 
Century " is a more or less facetious examination of the philosophizing 
of several laymen of distinction. In the last essay, "On Psychopath- 
ology, " Spaventa assumes a substantial soul and attempts to make the de- 
pendence of psychical changes upon physical changes intelligible on the 
principles of interaction in general. 



E. E. Powell. 



Miami University. 



Sociological Papers. By Francis Galton, E. Westermarck, P. Ged- 
des, E. Durkheim, Harold H. Mann, and V. V. Branford. 
London, Macmillan & Co., 1905. — pp. xviii, 292. 

This volume is the first publication of the recently organized Sociological 
Society in Great Britain. It is a collection of miscellaneous material, con- 
sisting for the most part of papers or abstracts of papers read at the meetings 
of the society, together with the discussions, written communications, and 
pertinent press comments called forth by the papers. The editors have 
endeavored to impress upon the contents of the volume some sort of unity 
by suggesting that the discussions may perhaps be grouped under three 
main heads as follows : (1) "The History and Methodology of Sociology," 

— represented by papers ' ' On the Origin and Use of the Word Sociology, ' ' 
by Mr. V. V. Branford, ' ' On the Relation of Sociology to the Social 
Sciences and to Philosophy," by Professor E. Durkheim and by Mr. Bran- 
ford, and on " Sociology and the Social Sciences," by Professor Durkheim 
and M. E. Fauconnet ; (2) " Pioneer Researches in Borderland Problems," 

— represented by papers on ' ' The Position of Woman in Early Civiliza- 
tion," by Dr. E. Westermarck, and on " Life in an Agricultural Village in 
England," by Mr. Harold H. Mann ; (3) "Applied Sociology," — repre- 
sented by papers on "Eugenics: Its Definition, Scope, and Aims," by 
Francis Galton, and on "Civics: As Applied Sociology," by Professor 
Patrick Geddes. 

As a whole, this book is perhaps expository and illustrative of the Nature 
and Method of Sociology. In regard to the central subjects, however, it 
presents no distinct and consistent point of view. The most that can be 
said in this connection is that throughout the leading papers there run 
certain persistent undertones. Among these may be distinguished : (1) a 
general admission of the relative backwardness in England of frank recog- 
nition of sociology as a science and of provision and support for sociolog- 
ical investigation and teaching recognized as such ; (2) the expression of 
the need for conscious cooperative effort among the students of the various 
sociological specialisms ; (3) the conception of sociology as a science with 
a three-fold purpose, — the presentation of a scientific account of the social 
facts of the present, an explanation of the social present in terms of genesis 



